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doth willingly acknowledge : for Kings have their 
Counſels : and wee ſhall find» that no-tempordll court 
is there in this Kingdome of the higher ſort , where the 
authority doth rei'in one enely perſon; bur the princi- 
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true anſwer tothem of all thar which Call be demand- 
ed of them, for, | 
1. They know its praftifed of the horrible ID 
thers, of chat blondie Spaniſh inquifttion, bated of Ged, 
and all men. 
2. They know it to be agaiaft the Law of Nature, re- 
iſtred ia the oivill Law, for one to ſweare to become 
ereby an accuſer of himſcifez for News tenetar prode- 
reſe 
$3. Icsa neg nanny ow nelly , end Mo- 
aly into a nger of the feareful pejury; 
FT ax for frve of nn honkd Fertwenrethendalrecſer? 
P eter ray = we pw much more 
others , ethrough feare miſcarry : In aneceffar 
and ym to minilter an oath, if men damnably for. 
\weare elves, the Impoſers of ſuch an oath arc 
guilcleſſe , but not fo in this caſe. 
4+ Becauſe they find it written, to bee contrary to 
Abraham: dealing with his ſervanc, when hee inereared 
himtotake an oath, before the ſervant ſware, Abraham 
told him what he ſhoold ſweare, andthe ſervant made 
objeRtions for himſelfe, ro prevent the danger of taking 


his cath in vaine. 


in the time of the Law, and this was eſtabliſhed in 


the time of the Goſpel, Mar, 18 16. 2.Cer. 1 3+ 1+ eſpeci- Deue. rg, x5 


ally concerning an Elder, 1 Tim. 5.19. 

6, read of the equity of the Rewans, how Fe- 
lix Ray forthe Accuſcrs, AF 23. 35, of Saint 
Paxi, who heard them, and gave him leave to ſpeake 
for himſeife, The like did Fefus,aAtr 25. 5.who ſaid, 
it was the manner of the Rewans foro dee , verſe 16, 
and King Agri proven ene At; 26. 1. none 
of them wilieto ve him put to his oath» that ſo ad. 

G vantage 


Pl. 0. 10, 
Eziſt. 98. 
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vantage might be caken» againt him. Trejarthe Em- 

r ſaid, that without an Accuſer, there is no place 

an accuſation, for that isan evill example, and nor 
heard of in oor 

7. Becmuſe they cannot but know , that thus todeale 
with men (toputthem to their oath , thereby to eviR, 
and — them , when they cautwe by witnefſe 

ve any againſt them. 
7” That iefo a preventing the order of Gods divine 
providence, whole will is to have fuch proceeded a- 
gainſt , whoſe ſinnes hee bringeth forth to che light, 
which if he doe not, be reſerverh tuch perſoas to his 
awne, 4nd not to ment judgement. 

2. |: js arunging before rhe Lawes of men, which 
allowerh no judge to ptocerd without produttion of 
wiencfics for an opencrime.; for hidden crimes mens 
Lawes rake no notice of, 

8. B. cauſe they weil underftand,r bar by thus deving, 
their ground mult bee their owne ill concerr,) i} tuipitt= 
on , or fome report of oft minded Adverſarics 4/ or tome 
ſuch wicked uncharicablenefie, no. alowable grounds 
to proceed ina judicatory way agaialt any, either before 
God, orjult mn. 

9. Becautc they know, that thus proceeding againſt 
\ Long yer ain] Js rr gee eng 
their Accuſers» 20d then the Judges A 

10. Becauſe holy Canphes, in hear,rhir= 
Ring after Chr-f1 ea EEE = 
juration,to auke him jOMew mig 
EE cnaadie, with the conſent of the 
like En-mics of Chrif,, as hee bimiclfe was ;- and this 
mcan $ hee uſed, beeaule he had re juſt wirnefſes ro x0 
caſc him, and ct condemne him by « en exampic of an 
high Prieſt worthie praiſe and their wor hy imiration. 

11 Bccauſcir is notonely againſt Gods will , under 
the Laws, and under the Gotpil, as betore is proved, 
but tg allo, 
Again) 
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Againſt revſor, by the judgement of Miniſters in 4- 

phrich, to whom when luch an cath was tendered, they hm > ag 

anſwered - aumguid brats ivr ationalia ne; put etis, wt jure = 

mus neſcientes quid charta contineat 7 Thinke you us un- 

beaſts ro ſweare we not knowing what the 

wnong may containe ? 

12+ Agtiuſt the due revercnceto the divine Majeſty, 
io mkng woath, who requyetiwhen we ſweare , to ſer. 4-2, 
{weare in ruth, in judgement, in righteouſnefle, which 
we cannot doe, before we know what to ſweare unto, 

13- Againftthe civill Law, by which there is ro pg; i, 
proceeding, till fome accuſer be bound to prolecure the 
acculaitons 

14. Againſt the anciene Canon Law, which faith, P14: 
prevars gue publicit indicits diſcermrar, puniends wen | any''y; 
ſunt, 

And here ſome alledge Sixtss 3, i Epift.at epiſe. Ori- 
entales, who ſaith, before the Accuſer comes and binds 
pay to prove the Accuſations, Craminationes adver- 

070980 emo TICPIa. 

15- Againſt Saint Ambroſe who faith, a Jadge may i £7 
not condemne without an Accuſcr for our Lord , though * <= #+ 
he knew Jewda: for a Thicke, yer he caſt him not out, be» 
cauſe none accuſed him. 

16, Againſt the equitie and juſtice of this Land eo , 

ing any-inco-danger of life, name goods, or Lands, by pou ts; . 
any witrapping interrogatories, of by any other meancs 7, l ov. 
then witneſte ,, verde#t fe. a fellonat —_ is not for- —_ 
ced roany oath, nof Procreded againſt, though know ne ing Biſbops -- 


to be guiky , but is ed according to ations, and £43. jag 64 
I dg ing to alley 
7 


17. Againſtthe Libertic of the SubjeR, to bee dealt y4;, ace 
with otherwite then is by Law fofficiencly warrantablc, Fullee oo 
»8. Agninlt the ſatery and peacrable ſecurity of any f«1, manifeſted 
ſubj-Q, wh m they hate» and dare meddlc with, ae their 7 #* defunce of 
juſt 2nd pleaſure to call cheurimo queſtion , and by this © 
oath ex ef cwe , force them to lay themfelves open to 
their malice » and unjuſtproccedings; G2 19. Its 


que}. 4. 


(50) 
19. Itsnet in Reformed bur #ne- 
ly under ther Prelate z yer the race of Fence, 
and (ome other places doe uot iubjet themſclves unto 


its 
20. The Lord Ferulam, late Chancelour of Explend, 
held the continuance of this oarhy to bee contrary to the 
Lawes of this Land» and caftome of this Kingdome: 
For Prelatcs are not to put any to their oath, excepr 
m__ moniall and Teſtamentary cauſes z So lay learn» 
wyers., 
Crampton r®z 21. Its thought to have it originall from the 
Fire; de 1 axe 2, Hen, 4.ca 15.procured by the Prelates, againſt true 
bes pa. 144 Gofpollers, by themcalled Hereticks, Lollards, and ſo 
ne a Bs was framed againſt them tor detence of poperic, and to 
overthrow the Golpell, 
Bur here note, 
t. Ir paſſed without the conſent of the Commons who 
atly repined againſt it« 
” " dncherity given to preſſe this cath , and for Pre- 
lates and Ordinariesto fine and impriſon the K. Subj. 
was held abloudie Law. 
3- Aboundance of Chriſtian bloud was. hed by the 
enacting of this curſed Law. 
Gods judgements followed hereupon, and were 
dro bear by the See 4 5 
= Hereupon £ Seatute impriſening F f 
ud ever metoveids Andthough in K. Phil, 
and Adar, daics, a Statute was madeaccording te that 
of Hen, 4. yetin the 1» of Elizs it was repealed. 
Obj. In theStarre Chamber and Court of Chancery, 
—— by layiogincf «Bit of complain 
Anſwer. This is inginot & int, 


which a accuſation i 
ee the plaintiffe cannot goe,nor the defendanr 


tuechioond ox offiaie,is firſt gi 


to the partie to 


anſwere he knewes not to what, 1s hee cxamined 
upon 


(5) 

apen either reports, or ſecrer-wirneſſes, or upo;1 
ome ull ageiatt the party , which tning 
carrycth no ſhew of civill Law, and is flatly repugnane 
(faith the Lord Feralam) torhe Common Law. 

Obj. Some alledge that by this oath none are tyed to 
anſ wer further then they are bound by Law, 

ef Ti have no Law to men to fuchan 
eath, no Law of Ged, no Law of this Land,and there- 
fore none aretyed to take it, nor bound by Law to make 
any an{were to it at all. 

2. Inanſwering , if they plead the benefit of the 
Law , that they are not boundto accuſe themfelves., if 


the int and Articles dve ſeeme, to touch rhe 
derraging themfelves, then ule | = 
ons , doe rake ic as for , char is 2 
deli , inſuch Articles as he will nor 


nnco;lo though it be ſaid, you ſhall ſweare a5 farry as the 
Law onely binderh, yet the bee bur words , to 
draw men into a ſnare, and to makethe fimple belceve 
that they may take the oath, and the other may impoſc 
it, 

O6j. They would faine have warrant from the Scrip- 
tare, and foto have Gedto approve of them, for this 

e, they doe + Ex. 243. 11. Num. 5.19. 

the place in #2. 11. Thenſbalan oath of the 
Lord be berweene them beth, that he bath not put bis bands 
were bir Neighbours goods, fo. This warrants not the 
wicked adaminiſtring of the Oath ex Officis, 

1, Hereisone forth and bringing the party 
before authority 3 In the Oath ex officio, no acculcr (ome- 
rimes commeth in fight, nor will tuch a one bes made 
knowne 


2. Here the matter is well knowne, beforethe party 


DIES 
the other . be is inforced to ſweare , before hee 


know what he {s to ſweare unto, andif hee refuſe , bee 
is of their loving kindacfle and compalioa ſent inc pri 
ſon. G3 3+ Here 


4 Ecclefaſticall, and criminall 


Til cauſe 
There kiggnnn on betweene party and party in 2 


matter of comms juſtice #- 


4 Here in a calc, no! Rher- 


isadminiftred 

decided , fat if.it-covl@ x ſap the 
ed 9 Onh washottobcadminilired- 
,whether ut can z- ft 


cannc bee 


wpon \ 
her ex Offices, 18 2 pf | 
095 mtdooity's and the trig 


lerting che wicked acculer lur ein a.carner » of elſe to 


(53) 
the may be cutched , Songs 

ce ſee from all this, that hence 18 a0 ſhelres tor theic 
> 7d ep et mr yr 

ouching the other Seripeare, thoagh in « criminal 
cauſe of adukery, Numb. 5. 19. yetic thetn no- 
thing » thay ro tyrannize over Mi others. 

1. It was a Law ( all the circumitances and meanes 
uſed) peculiar to the Jewes , becauſe of the mans jer- 
loutie his wife, to (atisfic him co prevent” fur- 
the fedenfenFhe Mecbend again dv ets 
to (activ hie t inſt his wife, 

*. This was to take m Oach aguind her felfe ; which 
our Law alloweth not. 
- 4- Here the Oth, was nots bare Outh, ban Onh 
of CD IO OD iy Amen, Awer, 
ſach s of Oath we tfe nor roadminuiee, 
Ray 0 cg en) ene ner rene 

» by which the crurh ſhould bee made wndoubredly 
_——_—_ OC TIC ON ſo asrheraking of an 

in a mater of (uch ſrerefic , ſerved nor rhe ruene, 
OI found guilry 
5. bb women was 
of God; bur it he SE rnnbede hs 

Laftly yer this was not allowed to be done by the Loyd, 
but when chere was no wtneffe againtt her, or ſhee hoc 
rakew i che tak. vevſe 17.0 1 


rt 7 4 4 Ie aps ro. [2 
make God (pcake tor them, whos as 3 have {iv a6 
gaaei-4 eh en, 


_—_—. 


— 
- , 


Ard dayes, that Biſbeps rhe Reverend Fathers in our 
Church, thould be from tune to tum ſo oppoſed,aathey 
ve 


ophollker 


» though withthe ruine of the King and 


before cvery judicious 

that all may fec char will ſee» and not 

inforced to acknowledge 

= mmmcn ng hndp noe 
£ ” 

condemne | 


f vine | w ſand- 
+ For 
ings may they A. wt the rules 


Panl very exatly » and punttually ro | _ 
# [4 , 
Rrongly fenced with Saint Pas; thorky in al cher 


* 
1. Theyconceive B 
and dignity,'0 Elders, 


ifbopr ro be ſuperiours in alice, 
For 


(35) 

For they read that Saint Paw/ makerh Biſbeys and El- 
dwvailone, Thi. 7. 1 Tom. $- 1- az the former 
reatife doth declare; *nd if Elders Poflows nd Ar. 
#11 be not one and the ſame, the eApe#le bath not, in 
on | and Tiras, told what a one a Miniſter 

% Iityclayaic Jariſdition over Minifters and ©- 


any 
thoſe which the Arofbte 
ng of a # tiTas 3.1, 
# there of jun{dition. 


Coth calb Bibtin his 
and inT#.1.7. 8. 9.n0 one 


laid ror 7 
on no man ; he faich 


wo read ſervice. £ 
forthe poore, 48 8 
2, Very 


4-1-9» 
19. Theſe 
I. For ſoavxe of 
lejuiter, doe ſtrike 
lous debenders of the 


Enemies unto all berericall Spirits. 
under prevence writing againſt 
b the ſides of the truely nee» 
and ghe very ruth bk (dtc, 
Tencnts. 


For that the Armanians and Sooinians knowne, 
convicted arc never called beforerhem, not 


d 
it weitten , by Saint Paa/ to Aveh Bie 
hy am >> = roy to an heretich_ , after the firf 


by ws yt TD COIs , who worn p Are 
o mach en, for a time, complained fo bit- 
mg yr "er 


, ll urs 
Chrift: domnetall, and the urter ruine of Rewe , which 
ORE grobend to-pray for , eſpecially if 

þ wes 


wee tak into our wiſe conliderntion theſe few things in 


1 Thatall beir proceedings are by booke, even al. 
together commey rocker whichis wricten, as hath been 


2. Thatthey make Canons fach #5 they pleaſe, and 


without confirmation by a&t of Parliament, and yet vio- 
lmly —_— as Law, his 
V 

3- Thatw inthe Statute Lawes , or jn their 
owne Canons they find uſcfull tor , in 
their way they diligently bend c © have them 


carclully obſerved, bur as for all the reſt» which perha 
may be fuch as tend to true picrie, ſound dofrine,fai 
full diſcharge of good dutics to Geds andto man, and for 
an holy life and converſation, they tarre lefſe regard,and 
"Vario agpntenorherelomane eaſed 
4, That inafflici | more 

to the perſons hability, what he is able ropey, then the 
Am of his life,che Lord knowes it. 

$+ That they ſuffer foule abuſcs in the 
Church, not conſ{cionably ſeeking a redrefſe thereef, 
which yet are in their power to reforme , if they would 
ſeriouſly as in Gods preſence, take it imo hand , and ler 


ce —_ l 
led on—_—_ the purle ſake. 

6. That they notoriouſly abuſe y all the people 
of the Land with the name of the of England, un. 


det which name they countenance themfelves,their Pre. 
laticall power and their owne fole doings , which few 
take notice of, bur all may eaſily obſerve it in their pro- 

vgs, both before the convocation gathered, in the 
| ET 


r. One» the greate(t, which aweth all the reſt, with the 
affiitance of rwo or three 


ing 
they propound them to the reſt of the B their feat « 
fall broken, who dare not but fa — © en whon 
7 _ ap mr ny or woe yr 
3, 10 e310 the Countric 
for the Convocation houſe mult be choſen, bur noe free» 
ly by the Miniſters as they ought, bur picked out by the 
Biſbopr in their owne dreceſſe,tuch as they know will bee 
fare cards for them,and propound then to be choſen of 
the over-awed Parſon: and Views who dae not tor their 
cares gai them ; indihus the ByGopr make up 2 
Parke for their Lord-ſhips purpoſcs: having made ready 
their Clarkes, they call togerher their ſu pporrers, all the 
Dear all the Areb- Deacons, and who clic mult be per- 
ſorally there in that Aſſembly, men knowne for the wolt 
to be very faithfull to their Lordſhips honourable 

ing - to make up the ive bedy of the 
Charch of Exgland. Thus they (the Church forſooth )goe 
to lay a ſure foundation for themſelves, before the Con- 
vocnion be brought - 

3-But bere nace,chat the Church conſiſts of the Laity-as 
well as of the Clergir, Ati 15.21, fo asif the houſe of 
Parlament, lower,and wpper, be: not of them , bur leclu- 
ded , they arenot the entative body of the Chucc! 
bo. _ but of the lergie onely, end the Prolecived 

i 


I's the time of their (rtings 
1. Alltheſe Priefs and Clarkes have to gaze 017 
upon another,and to whiſper of matters nothing 01 |: 
tothe e of their meeting, but wait for their 1c" 
from Lordſhips Jike Schooke 
2, When they mate" | bo./:!; 
3 tea? 


(6) 
fe arc (o {ciſethupen almoſt all of them , as _ t 
are moved to agree to contradit nothing ; bur i "7 
thar {ome rake ( a rare vertue 
them) for the rrath , and doe in lore 
things, which croſſc their Loedly Then, 

3- Either they labour by a ſtrong ſide,and more in num;- 
ber(tor the greateſt and moſt are norever the beſt ) ro 
make them yeeld,or ro ſay nothing ; CSIIIDS 
Canons paſſe )They deviſe a time, when the fort al 
or moſt,are away,to finiſh the woke, & thus the Church 
of England makes bere decrees ro all her beloved chil- 

yet arc of no force withour an at of Parlemwene; 
Afrer the Convecarion it diſſolved. 

1+ If any macter be not onely in ſhew queſticoable, 
is juſHy to bee queſtioned, their Lordfhups by their ſole 
| | dioceſſe, mult interpret the 
meaning , and men muſt alſo reſt ſatisfied , rhongh the 
meaning given be abſurd, for its a folly to goe from a Bi- 
ſhop to an Areb- Biſbey , ticac hath caught mencheir loſt 

Ify | he One and ſome ewo three, 

2, Ifn time t one, ewo or 
rome beckiahe chemeens of any courſe better befir- 
ting their ſecrer plors and intentions, in atrering, 19 ad- 
ding ,or taking any innovation whatſocver,then 
they have wayes to beare our all theſe their doings, wich 
en Conn 
ro them out-w peace 
become the orders allowed by the Chusch. 

And thus may all wiſe men ſce-who are this Church of 
England;one with three, of foure of the dioceſan 
Lerd-Biſhey: for they find it written ——— the 
abodyof( ſohernbegreered war herwn aye he 
a C in the 
> pp ay houſe touching any chingit ſhall de done, 

ar.1T5.19, - 


bur 


I - very iff infrument me rhe Srare. 
_ Lerchan tall by chair owes Counctls , and itt all the prople of Got at 
Amen, FINITS. 


Twearty irrefragable PoS1T10NS. 


Is F Hat Bifboys Jore divino, are ſuperionr: to #ther 
Miniſters. 

2+ They are Dioceſan Biſbops by divive right, 

3. They are worthily called Lord Biſbops, 

4- They may very well buſie themſelve1 in civill aff aires, 
and ſit in Courts of Inſt ice 

5. They need not preach often; but ſeldome or never , if 
they pleaſe. 

G6, They are Prieſt: and may be / rightly called. T hong h 
they be Biſhops, yett forget net their rieſtheod , but will 
be called Prieſts, 

7. They hand for, and dee maintaine all Ceremonies wy 
on very good grounds, 

8, They judge it neceſſary that whatſorver it amiſſe in the 
Charech, ſhould be carefully and ſpeedily reformed, and thit 
"n _— to all ws 

9, They may very wellrwule by t ole power? alone. 

160, Their Gigh amber ſo Lnfal they all obtaine by 
very lawful meants, 

11, They may not forſaks their ſowarramtable Lordly 
Prelaticall fanding. 

12, No Biſhozs: no King, this is undeniable. 

13. They ftand wholy ; Gar) grave painefull and 
godly miniſtery. 

14. They hate to flatter the King. 

15. They gh further the peoples bnowledge in drvine 
thirgrhews) fg 7 1pwOT ance. 

16. They have a ſpeciallcare; that God bring « ſpirit 
ſhould bave a ſpiritual worſo 1p,and this enely ro bu 
written word, 

17. They preferre the Charche; wnion, andwhat God 
requireth ro be done before their owne Lordly dignity , and 
nr they themſelves command. 

18. They betbe greateſt Enemies , that the {burch of 
Rome bath here ft ws. 

19. They abborre all ſbew of idolatrie- 

20. They may very lawfully miniſter the Oath ex Oifi- 
cio, 10 any whom they dere call before them. 


